A HISTORY OF POLAND
in thek strongest castles, and humbler folk fled as far into
the interior as they could penetrate. Whatever may have
been the plans of Wladislaw, John Casimir was in no
way privy to them. He undertook personal negotiations
with the firebrand Bohdan; but while these were pro-
ceeding, Jeremiah Wisniowiecki fell upon the Cossacks
and defeated them with great skughter at Zbaraz. A
peace afterwards made at Zborow was not observed, and
Bohdan, defeated at Berestesko, turned to the Czar for
help.
In 1654 the Muscovites invaded Lithuania, and
Charles X. of Sweden considered it a good opportunity
to attack Poland. He swept through Pomerania into
Great Poland and entered Warsaw in August 1655 ;
and by the end of October Cracow was in his hands.
As a matter of expediency he was offered the Polish
crown under the customary constitutional conditions.
His reply was to proclaim himself king of the hereditary
monarchy of Poland; and to emphasize his meaning, he
exacted heavy levies of money from the nobles, and
showed his distaste for Catholics by actual persecution.
Soon, however, the affaics of his own kingdom recalled
him to Sweden, and John Casimir seized the chance to
form a confederation in the Palatinate of Belz, among
its members being John Sobieski. When Charles re-
turned he found that half Poland was already lost to
him, and an encounter with John Sobieski did not I
him much consolation, as his forces narrowly escap
disaster between the Vistula and the San. Then he L
siege to Danzig; while John Casimir, with a strong
force, recovered Warsaw. Charles did not leave him
long in possession of the capital, and in the first flush of
his success proposed a partition of the conquered territory.
The Czar, the Elector of Brandenberg, and Rakoczy,
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